
Darkan Primary School

NEWSLETTER
Kaya,

As we move into the second half of the term, it is wonderful to reflect on the positive
energy and engagement across our school. The coming weeks promise to be a very
busy and rewarding time, with students continuing to demonstrate their knowledge,
skills, and understanding across all areas of the curriculum. Our teachers are working
diligently to assess student progress and prepare reports for families. These will be
shared via email on Tuesday 30 June, and we encourage families to take the time to
celebrate and discuss your child’s achievements.

We are very pleased to see the success of our extended Breakfast Club. Thanks to the
dedication of Mrs Little, we are now able to offer breakfast four mornings a week,
Monday at 8.10 am (with Chaplain Tianie), Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from
8:30am. This initiative provides a welcoming start to the day and supports student
wellbeing and readiness for learning.

There has also been great enthusiasm building around our upcoming sporting events.
Mrs Clarke has been busy preparing for the carnivals ahead, and it has been fantastic
to see students taking initiative running laps and training during recess and lunch in
preparation for cross-country. This commitment and determination are wonderful to
witness!

In the Arts, excitement is building as Mrs Allington works with students in preparation
for the One Big Voice event in August. We are incredibly fortunate to have the support
of our Artist in Residence, Kate Hindle, who is working alongside Mrs Allington to
coach our students in singing and performance. The growth in confidence and
enthusiasm has already been evident.

This term, we have also welcomed Kirsty Putland and Fay Groom to our school as they
complete their university practical placements. They have brought energy,
enthusiasm, and a passion for teaching to our classrooms, and we are delighted to
have them as part of our school community. We wish them every success as they
continue their studies.
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From the Principal cont.

Our Year 5/6 students recently returned from their camp at Woodman Point, Fremantle,
with tired but very happy faces. It was an incredible opportunity for students to build
independence, resilience, and lasting friendships. I would like to sincerely acknowledge
the staff who made this experience possible—Miss Emily Hardy, Mrs Mel Horley, Mrs Jess
Allington, and Miss Kirsty Putland. Camps require significant commitment, with staff
stepping away from their own families and responsibilities to ensure our students have
these invaluable experiences. This is not something we take for granted, and we are
deeply appreciative of their dedication and care.

We also extend our sincere thanks to our P&C, who continue to work tirelessly to support
our school through fundraising and community initiatives. Their contributions enable us
to provide enriched learning opportunities in areas such as the Arts, technology, and
sport. These opportunities make a real difference for our students. Last week, our staff
were pleased to host a morning tea to recognise P&C members on National P&C
Appreciation Day, and it was lovely to see students expressing their gratitude through
cards and artwork.

As we head into the cooler months, we wish all our families good health and wellbeing. I
would like to take a moment to remind our families that if your child is unwell, please
keep them at home. When students are not feeling their best, they often become upset
and find it difficult to cope with the usual demands of the school day. Your support in
this helps to keep everyone in our school community safe and well. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support and partnership, it plays a vital role in
making our school such a connected and caring community.

Boorda!

Hazel Herd
Principal

Upcoming Events

Wed 27  May                                           School Board Meetingth

Thur 28  May                                           Room 2 Assembly - 9amth

Mon 1  June                                             WA Day Public Holiday - No Schoolst

Fri 5  June                                               Faction Cross Country @ Golf Course - 1pmth

Fri 12  June                                              Interschool Cross Country, Allanson, Yrs 3-6 th

Fri 19  June                                              Regional Cross Country, Bunbury, Yrs 3-6th

Tues 30  June                                         Semester 1 Reports Emailed hometh

Thur 2  July                                             Music Assembly - 9amnd

 Fri 3  July                                                Last Day of Term 2rd



Kindy / Pre Primary with Ms Wynne

We are delighted to share the article below which was published across WA on the front of
the West Australian Primary Principal's Association to showcase the outstanding teaching
and learning in a regional small school. Submissions are made from schools across the state,
so it is wonderful to see our school from the Wheatbelt being selected for inclusion.

Special kudos to the amazing Ms Wynne and the work she does every day with our
youngest learners. Enjoy!

Room 3 Camp Photo’s



Kindy / Pre Primary with Ms Wynne cont.



Years 1 & 2 with Ms Hanich & Mrs Medlen



Years 3 & 4 with Mrs Western

The Year 3 and 4 students have been continuing with their Procedure Writing tasks which
included following a recipe to make delicious biscuits as a gift for their Mums for Mothers’ Day.
These were accompanied by a humorous procedure they wrote about their Mums entitled
“How to Make My Awesome Mum”.

We have been busy trying to learn our basic multiplication facts as they will come in very handy
as we tackle more complex problems in Mathematics.

We have been learning about the roles and responsibilities of local governments in HASS and
we wrote letters to the Shire President to show our appreciation for the services provided by
the Shire of West Arthur.

We had a great time on Walk to School Day and some of us were lucky enough to turn on the
siren in the police car!

We look forward to entertaining you on Thursday as we present the item at the whole school
assembly. 

Thank you, 
Kate Western. 



Years 5 & 6 with Ms Hardy & Mrs Allington

Room 3 Year 5/6 students enjoyed a wonderful week away on camp to Woodman
Point, Coogee with Mrs Horley, Miss Putland, Mrs Allington and Miss Hardy.

We took part in numerous activities at the camp school, out around Coogee, and
used public transport to Perth City to visit the Old Central Fire Station, which we
highly recommend everyone visits! We also spent a few hours at the WA Museum
(Boola Bardip), where we learnt an abundance of information about everything!

The students have created some News Reports of their trips and There are some
images attached for families to enjoy.



Years 5 & 6 with Ms Hardy & Mrs Allington cont.



Years 5 & 6 with Ms Hardy & Mrs Allington cont.
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Years 5 & 6 with Ms Hardy & Mrs Allington cont.



Years 5 & 6 with Ms Hardy & Mrs Allington cont.



Years 5 & 6 with Ms Hardy & Mrs Allington cont.



Technology with Mrs Allington

ECE

Our ECE students have been learning about how food and other products get from the shop to
us. We explored this through a Coles Click & Collect experience and enjoyed the special treat
that Mrs Allington collected for us! 
We have also been learning about the difference between a want and a need. Students have
been busy investigating different materials by touching, feeling and spraying them with water to
test their properties.
Next, students will design and create their own sandwich packaging using selected materials
before testing how effective their designs are in a fun drop test!

ROOM 1

Room 1 students have been exploring equipment and techniques used to keep food safe and
hygienic for healthy eating. They created lunch box coolers and recorded how long it took for
ice to melt.
Students also explored ways to safely preserve, store and transport food. As part of their
investigations, they tested different methods to stop a cut apple from turning brown.

ROOM 2

Room 2 students explored how irrigation systems are used to support the growth of food and
fibre crops. Following the Design and Production process, they planned and constructed their
own model water irrigation systems, investigating how water can be transported efficiently to
plants.
They have also been learning about a variety of food preparation techniques used in everyday
cooking. Students are excited to head into the kitchen next week, where they will use food
technologies and equipment to help make food preparation easier, safer and more efficient.

ROOM 3

Room 3 students have been putting their research skills to good use. They have been
investigating a range of managed environments, from oyster beds to dairy farms, and
identifying the products each environment supplies. They explored how natural resources are
managed to produce food and fibre products used in everyday life. Students have also
sequenced the process of transforming ‘on-farm’ products into items ready for consumers,
learning about the ‘paddock to plate’ supply chain and the many steps involved in preparing
products for sale.



Technology with Mrs Allington cont.



Physical Education with Mrs Clarke



Kindergarten enrolments
are now open for 2027

 If your child will be4yearsold
by 30 June 2027, enrol them
in Kindergarten now.

 Visityour local public school or 
community kindergarten to apply.
Apply to enrol before 24 July 2026.
Find out more:
education.wa.edu.au/enrol
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