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From the Principal’s Desk From the Principal’s Desk   
 

Hello to everyone! I can hardly believe we are at the end of Term 1 already! My 

goodness how time has flown while we were all having fun.  We have had a great 

start to the year and all classes have been working really hard.  We believe every 

child has the right to a safe school. We provide learning environments that foster 

good behaviour and respect for your children and those around them. 

 

Fortunately, most students attending public schools in Western Australia are able to 

learn in safe and supportive environments.  At times, though, some students can be 

physically aggressive.  This is never acceptable as it can cause psychological and 

physical harm to those involved, as well as disruption to teaching and learning. 

 

The State Government has released a Statement to address violence in schools.  It 

set out 10 actions to help school staff, families and communities work together on 

this complex issue. Programs and resources will be available for partents to support 

their children and where appropriate parents and staff will work closely to ensure 

their children maintain positive behaviour at school. A copy of the Statement is 

available on the Department’s website at www.education.wa.edu.au. 

 

It is important to understand that these changes focus on students who have 

intentionally been physically aggressive towards others. Students with a disability 

who either cannot manage their behaviour or do not intend to harm others are not 

the target of this plan. 

 

As parents, you also pay a vital role. Your children benefit from you modelling and 

rewarding positive behaviour. I look forward to your ongoing support to keep our 

school a safe place for all. 

 

It has been wonderful to see your children following our school wide expectations 

so well this term. We have had renewed focus on our expectations and children are 

collecting individual, class points and faction points as a reward for behaving 

appropriately.  This has replaced our faction raffle ticket system from last year and 

is a much easier way to count and collect the points.  Your child will receive prizes 

at each multiple of 50 points they receive. Children reaching 500 points will join me 

for a cuppa and a biscuit!   

Celebrating 25 nights of Home Reading 

Congratulations to the following children for completing 25 night of home reading. It is 

fabulous to see these families engaging with this most important component of learning to 

read. 

 

Lochlan Wilkie  Maya Gallegos  Chloe Lloyd  Grace Lloyd 

Blake Warren  Hudson Gallegos Isabella Warren  Jorja Wilkie 

Annabelle Buscumb Alexander Abbott Charlotte Gibbs  Mitchell Gibbs 

 

When parents and teacher collaborate to assist children reading and writing, children 

benefit. I have attached a Parents’ guide to helping children at home with reading and 

writing for your reference. 

 

Home Reading and Mastery Folder practice are two essential components of our 

Homework program.  Please ensure both of these are completed with your children every 

night as learning these skills will assist your child in their everyday classroom learning 

experiences. 

http://www.education.wa.edu.au
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Starting Points Mathematics Assessment 

At the beginning of the year for the last few years, we have 

administered The Starting Points booklets to all children in 

Years 2 – 6.  This assessment is designed to find out what 

mathematical knowledge and understanding children have 

retained from the previous year.  

 

This booklet is then marked by your child’s classroom 

teacher and you are provided with a checklist on the back of 

the booklet indicating what your child knows and needs to 

work on this year. 

 

Our classroom teachers closely analyse this information and 

make a specific plan to assist your child.  One strategy we 

will be using is sending home a Maths Show bag at the end 

of the week, with games and activities to support your child 

in the identified areas for development.  If you have any 

further questions regarding the Starting Points assessment, 

please see your child’s teacher. 

 

The data from this assessment is also presented to the 

School Board, using our Disciplined Dialogue process – 

What do we see in the data? Why are we seeing this? What 

will we do about it? 

 
 

Rubber Surface in the Playground 

Unfortunately we seem to experience at least one broken 

bone, usually an arm from our play equipment near the 

basketball courts.  This is always a cause for concern, for 

you as parents and me as the Principal. It is essential that I 

minimise all risks for your children when they come to 

school, but at the same time we want our children to be 

comfortable taking calculated and safe risks 

 

All children absolutely love the play equipment and push 

their own boundaries to see how far they can climb, how 

many rungs they can skip on the monkey bars and can they 

safely escape their chasey friends. 

 

We have recently investigated the rubber surface on this 

playground to ensure it is up to safety standards.  I am 

pleased to say we had a representative from Kidsafe visit 

our school and inspect the rubber flooring. 

 

We have been advised that the surface is still in a good 

condition and still quite ‘spongy’ when you walk on it.  The 

representative also indicated that it is actually in very good 

condition given its age.  It was also explained to us that the 

rubber surface is not there to prevent broken bones from 

falls but actually to minimise the severity of head and spinal 

injuries occurring. 

 

Overall from a Kidsafe perspective the playground and 

flooring meet safety requirements and no further action is 

required.  If you have any questions regarding this, please 

do not hesitate to come and see me. 

ANZAC DAY 2019 

On 25 April every year, our nation honours the 

tremendous sacrifices made by Australia’s servicemen and 

women, and reflects on the impact of war and how it has 

shaped and defined our shared sense of identity.  

 

Darkan Primary School will be holding our own school 

based ANZAC DAY service when your child returns from 

school holidays next term. 

 

School Service Tuesday 30th April at 9am 
 

We will be having RSL members from our local 

community participating in our service.  All parents and 

community members are invited to attend. 

 

As is now our tradition, Darkan Primary School children 

are invited participate in the Shire of West Arthur ANZAC 

Day Service. 

 

Shire of West Arthur Service  

Thursday 25th April at 9am 
 

Your children are asked to attend the service in full school 

uniform (red T-shirts) and meet at by the Shire of West 

Arthur War Memorial at 8.45am.  Our Student Leadership 

Team will lay a wreath on behalf of our school.  All 

children will sing a song and participate in the service.  

Children will remain with teachers until the conclusion of 

the service, at which time; they will be able to return to 

their parents/carers. 

 

As this is a school based event, we expect all children 

representing Darkan Primary School to behave 

appropriately.  I thank you in anticipation of your support. 

 

On Entry Assessment 

Our Pre-Primary children have now completed the  

On-Entry Assessment Program for 2019.  

 

We know that early literacy and numeracy skills are 

essential building blocks for sound, lifelong learning.  The 

main purpose of this assessment has been to collect 

information on the essential literacy and numeracy skills 

and understandings of your child.  This information will 

assist in the development of learning programs that reflect 

each child’s learning needs. 

 

Parents of children in these years will receive a Parent 

Summary by the end of the week which will provide you 

with an overview of your child’s responses to questions 

and tasks completed as part of the assessment.  The 

summaries also provide some ideas about how you can 

help your child at home. 
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ANZAC SERVICE’S 2019 
 

School Service Tuesday 30th April at 9am 
 

Shire of West Arthur Service Thursday 25th April at 9am 

2018 Annual Report 

I am pleased to attach to the newsletter this week, our 2018 Annual Report.  This document is an overview of all that we 

have achieved last year and is a requirement for all schools to complete, share with their school communities and uploaded 

onto Schools online. 

 

As you can see in the table below, our attendance rates have continued to be above WA Public and Wheatbelt schools. 

 

 
 
However the area of concern is our high percentage of unauthorised absence. These figures are well above WA public and 

Wheatbelt schools. 

An unauthorised absence can be any of the following: 

Absence – cause not established 

Unauthorised vacation (children whose parents have taken them on an in term holiday) 

Unacceptable reason 

 

The School Education Act 1999 requires parents to ensure that children of compulsory school age attend school on each 

day that the school is open for instruction.  If children are absent from school, a parent or responsible person must provide 

the school with an acceptable explanation within three days of the absence. 

 

It is important that all students attend school on a regular basis to gain maximum educational benefits and to optimise life 

opportunities. We place a high priority on time spent learning, and we seek to work with parents and caregivers to 

maximise student learning time. 

 

Some parents may make a conscious choice about excluding their children from the educational program provided by the 

school for the dates of an in term holiday.  If this occurs, you will receive a formal notification from me, outlining that this 

is an unauthorised vacation. 

 

As we have regulated break times during the course of the academic year, we ask that families consider taking children out 

of the educational program very carefully.  This minimises the risk of children missing out on key elements of the program 

and falling behind in his / her academic progress and achievement. 

 

Please be aware that if you choose to take your child out of school for an in term vacation, work packages will NOT be 

provided for your children.  Any missed work may be at school upon your return. 

I hope that all our families and children have a wonderful break over the holidays and we look forward to your return to 

school on Tuesday 30th April.  

           Eloisa Goss, Principal 

Education Region 
Student 

Group 

Attendance 

Rates 
Authorised (A) Unauthorised (U) Absence 

% A % U % 

All Regions 

(WA Public Schools) 
All 90.7 60.2 39.8 

Wheatbelt All 89.4 56.4 43.6 

Darkan PS 

Semester 1 
All 95.0 38 62 

Darkan PS 

Semester 2 
All 91.2 51 49 
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ECE 1 -  Years 1 and 2 

Recently Mrs Medlen’s Years 1 and 2 children welcomed Mrs Sylvia King into their classroom to talk about the olden 

days. Mrs King not only talked about her younger years in Australia, but she also talked about growing up and going to 

school in a little fishing village in England. The children were amazed to hear that at Mrs King’s school the children all 

sat down to a hot meal in a dining room at lunch time. They were even fed a pudding with their dinner. The children 

asked about the chores she had to do and loved hearing that she sometimes had to sweep the snow from the garden path 

before going to school. Mrs King also told them about coming by ship to Australia. The class were very attentive and 

appreciated how different Mrs Kings school days were. They asked lots of great questions and really enjoyed the visit. I 

was very impressed that the class behaved beautifully during the session, listened carefully, and made Mrs King feel very 

welcome.     Mrs King 

Room 3 -  Years 5 and 6 
 

This week in writing Room 3 have been focusing on persuasive text. We did an OREO task. O-opinion R-reason E-

example O-opinion (restating).  Mrs Neil Smith gave us a big sheet with those four letters on it, each letter had a box for 

its self. Our task was to decide whether we like cats or dogs better.  Then we had to write our Opinion, Reason, Example 

and Opinion.  If we did a good enough job we got to eat OREOS!!!  

 

In maths with Mrs G we have been learning about rotational symmetry.  In one of our activities, we had to put random 

shapes together and take a photo of them.  We then put the picture on paint (a type of document), we had to copy it four 

times.  Then we had to space them out evenly.  When we had done that we used rotational symmetry (turning right or 

left, flipping and horizontal flipping) we ended up with a symmetrical pattern. 

 

In science we are looking at watering systems and how they affect plants.  We got into groups and got a vegie patch per 

group.  We then designed a watering systems to make ourselves.  We have also planted some plants for our group vegie 

patches.  

 

By Sienna and Kaya-Lee 
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Hi! I’m Marnie Gallegos, teacher of Room 3 on       

Wednesdays and Physical Education on Thursdays.  

 

I am also a mum of 4 kids, three of which attend 

Darkan Primary. We live on property in Quindanning 

and are building a house which consumes a lot of our  

time. 

  

I am an enthusiastic teacher who enjoys finding ways 

to enrich my learning programs. I believe that every 

child can achieve success and I work hard to ensure 

that each child feels capable and clever.  

 

My favourite subject to teach is Mathematics, and I 

have been fortunate this year to continue teaching 

Measurement and Geometry to the Year 5/6’s. 

  

During PE lessons this term, we’ve been learning and 

improving upon our Tennis skills. Years 1-6 have a 

1hr skills lesson on Thursdays as well as Whole 

School Sport in the afternoon. It’s a very busy day out 

in the sun.  

 

After our successful Swimming Carnival, I’m looking    

forward to our next whole school sport event: Cross    

Country in term 2. 

Hi I’m Rachel Batten and I have moved down from 

Perth to join your lovely community.  

I’m looking forward to teaching the Pre-Primary’s and 

some of the Year 1s!  

I believe that each child is an individual and should be 

treated as such. I also see the value in students working 

cooperatively in the classroom to share their knowledge 

that they have learnt from home and to bring some 

interesting ideas and information into the classroom.  

In this beautiful community I see the students thriving 

and achieving greatness!  

I’m looking forward 

to the year ahead. 

Hi my name is Suzi Hogg and I am excited to be working in 

the Kindy class this year. I live on a farm in Williams with 

my husband and three boys. 

 

I believe that our students are our future and each of our 

students has the potential to bring something unique and 

special to the world. I believe that children learn through 

investigating and doing and that every student has a right to 

learn and be valued.  I also feel that it is important that I 

work closely with parents to achieve the best outcomes for 

our kids.  

 

I look forward to a great year. 
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Dates to Remember... 
 
  Friday 12th April  ECE1 Assembly, 2pm 
    Last Day of Term 
 

Monday 29th April  School Development Day  
Tues 30th April  Students start—Term 2 
    ANZAC Service, 9am 
Thursday 2nd May  Mother’s Day Stall 
Friday 3rd May  Mother’s Day Stall 
 
Monday 6th May  Purple People Show Workshop 
Tuesday 7th May   Newsletter 4 
    P & C meeting 7pm  

GRIP LEADERSHIP DAY 
 

On the 28th of March the 2019 Leadership Team went to the GRIP Leadership conference in Bunbury.  We had some parents 

drive us there and met Mrs Neil-Smith at the venue, thank you to the parents that took the day off from work to transport us 

all safely.  

 

GRIP is a conference that helps develop young leaders to become strong independent individuals and introduces us to all 

aspects of being a leader.  This conference helps children to become fun leaders and enjoy being a positive role model.  Some 

of the words that inspired us as leaders were to have fun and be creative.  One of the activities we had the opportunity to do 

was to go around and meet students from other schools and ask them questions what they would have done if they were 

struggling to make this fun and exciting.  This was a real confidence booster for us as leaders because it helped us to become 

more social and interact with others.  

 

We also need to concentrate on sticking together as leaders and never single your class mates out. If you were having an 

argument or your friend was upset you would go and help them, never leave them out.   

Being a leader you have to be a good role model, you need to be able to set a good example when you are a role model, you 

will be doing the right thing and being a good class mate. 

 

When you are a leader it doesn’t make you a boss, it is about how people follow!  

 

When you are a leader you should take part in necessary tasks, as an example when you want to go out and play in the 

playground, and you get asked to go and do the sports shed or do a lunch time meeting, you should take part in them because 

they are something others should look up to and follow so that is something that would be good for you to do if you want 

people to follow your example.  

 

If you are a person that wants to help out your community or a cause, you would want to choose a cause that means 

something to you or you have a connection with.  When you have a connection to something you feel more enthusiastic about 

it and you want to contribute more to it. That would really help if you wanted to commit to something.  

 

When you want to do a fundraiser for your school, try and include your whole school.  It will make it much more enjoyable 

and you will be able to share it with your whole school. 

  

Try and do some community things in your area. 

 

When you are a leader you should look for opportunities, there are so many around.  

 

WHEN YOU ARE A LEADER YOU SHOULD NEVER STOP, YOU CAN ALWAYS LEARN THINGS AND 

NERVES ARE NOT A BAD THING, JUST BE PREPEARED!! 

 

VISIST THE SIGHT: gripleadership.com/feedback               from the:  2019 Leadership Team  
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Volunteer Reading      

Program 
 
Have you got a spare 20 – 30 minutes 
some mornings? 
Would you like to spend some time  
listening to children read? 
Do you know someone in our community 
that would like to give back to our school? 
Volunteers will simply listen to children 
read their home readers.  We would    
prefer morning sessions; but please let us 
know if another time suits. 
Any interested people are asked to leave 
their name and suitable days at the Front 
Office.  We will then devise a schedule so 
that as many children as possible are    
given this great opportunity to practice 
their reading.  We thank you in advance 
and look forward to seeing you soon. 

Performance Assemblies 
 

Please join us for the last assembly for term 1. 
There will be a performance by our fabulous  
ECE 2 class—PP/Yr1. The assembly will  
commence at 2pm.  

2019 School Contributions and Charges 
 
You have to be in it to win! Pay your School   
Contributions and Charges and you go into the 
draw to win a new school T-shirt! Yes you read 
that correctly a new school T-Shirt!  
School Contribution invoices and Student Update 
forms have been sent out.   
 
Once your school contributions have been paid 
you will receive an entry into the termly draw for 
a free school T-Shirt. 

School Board  
 
On the 18th March the school board had their meeting, we were lucky enough to have Ray Harrington join us as a 

guest. The meeting started off with the discussion with Ray, we discussed what we could possibly do to reduce the 

water cost to school regarding the swimming pool water usage. We also discussed what we could possibly do to create 

a partnership with the shire and the school, some suggestions were to get a group together to organise events or         

projects to incorporate not only DPS children but also the youth of the community.  

 

Other agenda items that the board looked at included data analysis of test results completed in November 2018, results 

were from tests such as PATS  (which include the subjects of spelling, grammar and punctuation, reading and        

vocabulary and maths). Other results were from 2018 Westwood testing which covers the topic of maths and AEDC 

which occurs every three years with children entering pre-primary. With all the results completed the teachers are now 

using to plan lesson with the children. 

 

The school board was able to endorse the new 2018 - 2020 business plan for the school and what a great job Eloisa 

has done to put it together, such a lovely colourful and engaging document. Well done Eloisa and all that were       

involved with input. We also had a quick peek at the annual report for DPS, which was unfinished at the time of the 

meeting. Eloisa has since sent the finalised document out to the board to look over and accept and again what a great 

engaging document Eloisa has put together. 

 

The 2019 budget was another document that the board looked at on the night and discussed about what expenses there 

possibly will be for 2019, and also what possible funding that the school receives to cover those expenses. The board 

were unable to look at the 2019 funding agreement, as the department of Education were working on this document at 

the time. So as a parent it makes me realise how much our children benefit from school fees being paid as it covers a 

lot of the consumable things like their mental maths and sound waves books. 

 

Neil has been busy with talking to specialists about solar panels and what would best suit the swimming pool and the 

school, he was able to produce a package of paperwork which he emailed out to the board members discussing the 

best options from what the specialist recommended.  The board are now in discussion of possible ways to fund these.  

 

Our next meeting is on the 29th May so please if you have anything that you would like to be bought up at the board 

meeting or have any thing you would like know more of please chat with a board member. 

 

Amy White 
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  CANTEEN ROSTER 
Date Name Name 

  

 Tuesday 30th April  Astrid Peirce Cassandra Squires 

 Friday 3rd May 

  

Sarah Buscumb Jodie King  

Monday 6th May   

  

Choppy Waihaki Sharnie Keefe 

Friday 10th May   

  

Stacey Putland  Melissa Wilkie 

FOOTBALL DINNER—SATURDAY 27TH APRIL 
 

The P & C are catering for Darkan’s annual home football game Wagin Bulldogs vs Wickepin Warri-

ors.  

 

We are hosting a steak night  and will be calling for volunteers to provide food and help on the night.  

 

A roster will be issued shortly, so keep an eye out for this. We are hoping to make between $1,500 to 

$2,000 so would appreciate your assistance in volunteering for this event. 
 

Please contact the dinner co-ordinator Mel Horley for more information.  

 

 
 

Playing video games too much 
 

Video gaming has become a popular activity played by children. Gaming behaviour varies between each child and may ap-

pear harmless, however parents need to be aware of the signs that a child’s gaming behaviour may be interfering with other 

aspects in their lives.  

 

Children that lose interest in other activities, play video games for long periods of time and neglect other aspects of their 

lives, such as sleep, have the potential to develop a video game obsession. 

 

Reduce your child’s screen time to no more than 2 hours per day and promote active play. Avoid problems that come with 

video games by playing in moderation and encourage your child to do other activities and hobbies they like.  

 

Video game obsession can impact many aspects of your child’s life, including physical health, mental health, social interac-

tions and functioning, and school performance.  
 

For more information visit https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/entertainment-technology/gaming-gambling/video-games-apps 

or see your local School Health Nurse. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/entertainment-technology/gaming-gambling/video-games-apps

