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From the Principal’s Desk From the Principal’s Desk   
 

My name is Jackie McBurney and I am the relieving principal for the first half of 

term whilst Eloisa is away on long service leave. To have the opportunity of being 

here at your beautiful school, is a wonderful re-introduction to the principal role   

after having retired.  I have certainly been very warmly welcomed by all and my 

first week was very productive, getting to know staff and students. 

 

First impressions are always the lasting ones, and my first impression of Darkan  

Primary school is one of professionalism. All students appear to wear school       

uniform and staff present themselves in a most professional manner. I have valued 

the informed and thoughtful  teaching and learning conversations I have had with 

staff already, and their dedication and commitment to doing the best by your       

individual children as individuals, is worthy of note.  

 

I am living in Darkan during the week, but returning home to Pingelly most     

weekends. Thank you to the Shire of West Arthur and the staff for making such 

lovely accommodation available for visitors to your town. The caravan park and the 

chalet in particular, are beautifully appointed and feels like a home away from 

home.  

 

Although I am only here for a very short while, I would love the opportunity to 

meet you, so please feel free to pop in and say hi if you are going past the office. 

Similarly, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any issues, concerns or 

indeed any celebrations!  I can be contacted at the school during office hours or on 

my mobile 0427 944456 after hours, including the weekends.  

 

 

With warmest regards 

Jackie McBurney 

Relieving Principal 

Jackie.McBurney@education.wa.edu.au 

0427 944456 

  
 
 
 

 

Well done to our Year 6 music students. Last term they 

participated in a music presentation.  

 

Feedback from their music teacher was very positive  

saying  “...their rendition of tunes they would know and 

the  Instrumentalists did a fantastic job and prepared 

well for the performance.” 

 

Pictured left is Arabella Goss 

who participated with the  

trumpet as part of the brass 

section of the band.  

 

 

mailto:Jackie.McBurney@education.wa.edu.au
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STRENGTHENING CHILDREN 

AGAINST  ANXIETY 
From anxious to empowered 

 

A presentation by Karen Young 
 

Please join us for this presentation on Friday 9th August at 
1.30pm—3.00pm. 
 
We are so lucky to have this guest speaker so we encourage as 
many attendees as possible. “The session will provide the essential 
information and strategies to support children to build courage 
and resilience, uncover their strengths and take anxiety back to 
small enough” 
 
Karen Young is a psychologist and the founder of “Hey Sigmund” 
website and the author of “Hey Warrior” and “Hey Awesome”.  
 
Please check the flyer for further information about this    
presentation.  
 
RSVP to the front office by 5th August.  

School Health Notifications: 
 

Head Lice 

The return to school always brings it’s challenges, one 

of which is head lice! We have had a couple of          

instances at school already and I ask parents to please 

check your children’s hair on a regular basis. Head lice 

doesn’t know any socio-economic boundaries and can 

be found on a wide range of children and adults! They 

particularly LOVE clean flowing hair!  

 

We have attached an information brochure (PDF) from 

the Health Dept about the best treatment for head lice, 

but if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 

ask. If your children do have head lice, please keep 

them at home until the live lice have been removed and 

your preferred method of treatment has commenced. 

Once the live little critters have been removed, children 

can return to school. 

 

Hand Foot and Mouth 

We have also had a reported case of Hand Foot and 

Mouth in early childhood, and an advisory letter was 

sent home with all children from Years P-2 on Monday. 

Hand Foot and Mouth in humans is not related to the 

disease found in animals. It is a common, acute viral 

infection that is only infectious whilst there is fluid in 

the little blisters, or vesicles. Infected children are asked 

to stay home until the vesicles have formed crusts that 

are dry. 

 

Please contact the school if you want any further  

details. 

                                Mrs McBurney, Relieving Principal 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT MOBILE SERVICE  
CENTRE 

 
The mobile van will be visiting Darkan on    
Tuesday 6th August 2019 from 9.30am to 4.00pm 
opposite Fleays Store on Burrowes St.  
 
Please refer to the attached poster and fact 
sheet for further information.  
 

Performance Assemblies 
The next performance assembly will be held on 
Friday 23rd August. Our performers will be the 
wonderful ECE 2 class.  
 
Our fantastic Room 3 students will be presenting 
the performance assembly on Friday 27th         
September which will also be the last day of term 3.  

Contributions & Charges for 2019 
 
Could all parents please arrange payment for 
school contributions and charges. This income is 
important to our school as it assists towards the 
purchase of consumables items our students use 
in the classrooms.  
 
Please contact Mrs Leigh Studsor—Manager     
Corporate Services if you have any questions.  
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Last week the year five and sixes went and did some planting up in the top round garden bed. The plants 

look amazing and that is only just when they are sprouting and just been planted, feel free to stop by     

anytime and have a look. Thanks to Kerry from the Blackwood Basin Group who helped us with the 

plants.  

 

As a schoolwide initiative, we would like to include all the students in the decision making process so that 

everyone has a say and it is not just the older children always making a decision. The leadership team 

want all the kids to have a fair say in what they are thinking and if they think something is a good idea or 

not.  

 

Another thing is that we, as a whole school, are trying to focus on greeting nicely and involving one      

another. To us, greeting nicely is to look at the other person without having your head down or slouching. 

Also we greet by looking them in the eyes and saying hello or asking how has you day has been so far or 

even sometimes just a smile could make someone’s day. People also like having someone to talk to and 

having a good chat just to make them feel a little bit better if they are having a bad day.  

 

This week we are also changing up the playground play. Can the students please give feedback about 

some things that they were thinking of or just help the leadership team with some decisions about the  

playground. We will be announcing the playground rules and play on the Wednesday at the school      

meeting with the teachers. The rules will then be decided on Thursday and then everyone will know at 

muster next Monday.  

 

Just a heads up parents, could you please check your children’s hats because we have a few hats missing 

that would be great thank you.  

 

Matilda King on behalf of the leadership team  
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Dates to Remember… 
 
August 
Thurs  1   Australian Mathematics Competition 
Fri      9   Child Anxiety Workshop 1.30—3.00pm 
Mon     12   School Board meeting 
Mon     19   Bookweek 
Tue      20  P & C meeting  
Fri        23   Performance Assembly ECE 2 
Wed     28   Wattle Winter Carnival 
Fri       30   Whole school Music and Drama Performance 
 
September 
Mon      9   Room 3 School Camp 

 
 
 

Colds and Flu 
 

Colds and flu (influenza) are most common in the winter months. They are highly contagious and are spread by 
coughing, sneezing and touching.  

Cold and Flu are two different illnesses caused by different viruses. Colds are caused by 200 different viruses.   
Symptoms include coughing, fever, sore throat, sneezing, and a blocked or runny nose.  

The Flu is caused by a different group of viruses and it is much more severe. Common symptoms include fever, sore 
throat, tiredness and muscle aches.  

Some ways to protect your children and family from colds and flus this winter include:  

 Getting the influenza vaccination. Flu viruses circulating in the community continually change, and immunity for 

the vaccine does not last a long time so it is recommended you get vaccinated each year. 

 Eating nutritious foods such as fruit and vegetables to boost their general health. 

 Teaching your child how to wash their hands thoroughly and often. We should wash our hands for at least 20 

seconds, especially after coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose. 

 Teaching your children to sneeze into their elbow instead of their hands. 

 Only use tissues once and throw them away after they are used, then wash hands. 

Keeping children away from people who are infected, and keep children away home from school if they show    
symptoms of a cold or flu. 

Quick Tip 

Although there is no treatment, getting plenty of rest, drinking plenty of water and eating healthy foods can help your 
immune system to fight the infection. If your child is not drinking enough fluids, try giving them small sips of water, 
milk, juice or ice blocks to suck (for older children).  
 

Recipe Link 
Healthy Creamy Vegetable Soup: 
https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/209/creamy-vegetable-soup 
 

https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/209/creamy-vegetable-soup
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From 5 August, we commence fundraising for the School Run4Fun Colour Explosion with the main event being held at school on     

Friday 27 September. The day’s focus is on fun and fitness with the added benefit of raising funds for our school.  Money raised will be 

used to support vital school projects, in particular Outdoor Play Equipment. 

 

Colour Powder 

The colour powder used in the event has been sourced direct from India, the home of Holi Powder. It is made of high   

quality corn starch and permitted food colours. It’s non-toxic, biodegradable, skin safe and environmentally friendly.     

Toxicological Risk Assessment and ingredient listings can be obtained from the School Office upon request. Students with 

asthma are advised to be careful in their decision to participate.  

How Does My Child Fundraise?  

Students will receive a Sponsorship Form with instructions on how to raise money and order prizes in the coming days.  

Students obtain donations in cash using the Sponsorship Form together with online fundraising.  Students who raise as 

little as $10 or more will receive an incentive prize for their efforts. But why not aim higher? You have the option to choose 

up to five (5) prizes and this will set your fundraising goal. Family and friends are your greatest supporters, so ask them 

first for your support. You will reach your fundraising goal in no time.  

Student Profile Page 

We have registered the event for online fundraising and you can create a Student Profile Page at 

www.myprofilepage.com.au which is unique to you. There are also some great features like recording your sponsorships 

and selecting your prize goal.  

WIN A SHARE OF $200,000 WORTH OF FREE SPONSORSHIP DONATIONS. Create a Student Profile Page at 

www.myprofilepage.com.au and enter your unique code found on page five (5) of your Sponsorship Form to see if you’re 

an instant winner. Give your fundraising goal a kick start!  

 

How to Order Prizes? 

To reward your child for their efforts, they will receive incentive prizes based on the total amount of sponsorship dollars 

raised in cash, online, and if applicable, any FREE SPONSORSHIP DONATIONS won using the unique code on page five (5) 

of the Sponsorship Form. You have two options to place your prize order:  

 

1. Login or create a Student Profile Page at www.myprofilepage.com.au. Once the fundraiser has finished, click the 

‘ORDER MY PRIZE’ button and then confirm your total amount raised and order your prize/s, OR  

2. Complete the back page of the Sponsorship Form and return to the school.    

Please note, all donations need to be finalised on or before 26 September 2019. Student prizes will be delivered shortly 

after.   

 

Thank you in advance for your participation, and get ready for a BLAST OF COLOUR! Happy fundraising!     

Kym Gibbs, P&C President & the Darkan Primary School Leadership Team 

http://www.myprofilepage.com.au
http://www.myprofilepage.com.au
http://www.myprofilepage.com.au
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   CANTEEN ROSTER 
Date Name Name 

  

 Friday 2nd Aug 

  

Sarah Buscumb Sam Boyle 

 Monday 5th Aug 

  

Kym Gibbs  Stacey Putland 

Friday 9th Aug  Marnie Gallegos  Melanie Horley 

 Monday 12th Aug  

  

Karen Harrington  Kim Warren  

 Friday 16th Aug  

  

Linda Lloyd  Joanne King  

Monday 19th Aug   

 

Amy White  Sarah Kenning  

 Friday 23rd Aug  

  

Cassandra Squires  Melissa Wilkie 

 
Our last P & C meeting was held on Tuesday 23rd July. We welcomed our relieving 
principal Jackie McBurney to our meeting. It was wonderful that we were able to 
meet you and thankyou for attending. 
 
The decisions that were voted upon include: 
  $350 contribution towards the Child Anxiety presentation by Karen Young.  
 A contribution of $150 to the low waste living workshop.  
 Registration for the Colour Run—see attached information regarding this event.  
 
Uniform Update  
A whole school uniform order will be done at the end of term 3 ready for the 
warmer months and new kindy children starting in 2020.  
If you require uniform items prior to this please contact Kylie Whitaker via the      
P & C facebook page.  
 
P & C meetings for Term 3 
Please mark in your diaries our future meetings, hope to see you there. Meetings 
are held in the staffroom. If you would like to discuss any matter please contact 
the president Kym Gibbs 0428 250 642. 
 
Tuesday 20th August at 7pm 
 
Tuesday 17th September at 7pm  
 


